


    January 15, 2012						        Volume 1, Issue 1 Upcoming Events:                    

�‡�� Martin Luther King Parade                
January 14,  2012

�‡�� GPD Community Forum                    
February 16, 2012

�‡�� Presidents Day                                 
February 20,  2012

�‡�� Senior Candlelight Dinner                             
February 23, 2012

�‡�� Daylight Savings Time                  
March 11,  2012

�‡�� Gardena Police Foundation Golf 
Tournament—Rio Hondo Golf 
Course  June 7, 2012

Gardena Police Department 
District Policing Newsletter

 Message from the Chief 
   I feel ex-

tremely 
p r i v i -
leged to 
be the 
Chief of 
P o l i c e 
for the 
City of 
Gardena 

and to lead a Police Depart-
ment whose employees are devoted 
to public service and improving 
public safety with such a high 
level of pride and professionalism. 

The Police Department is ex-
tremely proud of its history of 
positive interaction and support 
from the community we serve. 
It is only through enhancing our 
“Community-Police Partnerships” 
that we can improve the safety 
and quality of life for those who 
live, work and play in Gardena   

We are constantly working to grow 
and continue our partnership ef-
forts. I am open to new and creative 
ideas from citizens in the com-
munity.  The Chief of Police Citizen 
Advisory Panel (COPCAP) was cre-
ated to  facilitate communication 
between the Police Department and 
members of the community. Since 
2001, the objective of the COPCAP 
is to enhance the concept of Com-
munity Oriented Policing through 
police/citizen partnerships. The 
panel meets every other month at 
the Police Department to discuss 
contemporary issues between the 
Police Department and the public.  
During these meetings, the Panel 
may make recommendations to  
the Chief of Police regarding is-
sues of common interest and may 
act as a sounding board for De-
partment policies and procedures.

The Panel continues to grow with 

the goal to enhance communica-
tion between the Police Depart-
ment and the community it serves.

If you are interested in COPCAP, you 
must be 18 years of age or older 
and a resident or business owner 
within the City of Gardena. Those 
who are interested in serving on 
this Advisory Panel are encour-
�D�J�H�G�� �W�R�� �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�� �W�K�H�� �2�I�À�F�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
Chief of Police at 310-217-9601 for 
an application. As opportunities be-
come available, individuals with ap-
�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�Q�� �À�O�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�H�G��
�E�\�� �P�\�� �R�I�À�F�H�� �I�R�U�� �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q��

This is just one of the many things 
the Gardena Police Department 
continues to do to maintain an 
exceptional relationship with the 
community. I hope you will join 
me in our mission to continu-
ally build on our partnerships and 
maintain a high quality of life. 

The Gardena Police Department 
and Public Works Department have 
created an Adopt-A-Block program 
to complement our work in improv-
ing the quality of life in Gardena. 

Mayor Tanaka presented the pro-
gram in his State of the City speech 
this past March. Since that time, 
the three District Lieutenants have 
begun to present the program at 
all of their community meetings.  

The Program works by assigning 
local businesses and residents to 

tour their block area and iden-
tify any and all quality of life 
issues. This includes graf-
�À�W�L���� �R�Y�H�U�J�U�R�Z�Q�� �Y�H�J�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q���� �R�X�W-
side storage, illegal dumping, etc. 

The Representative will call the 
Public Works Department to re-
port any quality of life issues.

The Representative will iden-
tify themselves, their section 
(ex. D-1-1), then describe the 
issue. See map for sections.

Public Works will keep track of all 

the calls and route the issues to the 
appropriate department for action.

This will help expedite the 
handling of these issues. 

Every six months, the top producer 
from each District will appear be-
fore  the City Council to receive a 
�&�H�U�W�L�À�F�D�W�H���R�I���$�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U��
work to help keep Gardena a safe and 
clean place to live, work and play.

If you or your  business is interested 
in becoming part of this program, 
contact your District Lieutenant.

Brought to you by the 

www.gardenapolicefoundation.org
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Stay Connected to the Information that Matters Most 

Simply text any zip code to 888777and receive real-time alerts and advisories di-
rectly from your local police department and other local agencies. There is no charge 
for registering; however, standard text messaging rates associated with your mo-
bile phone service will apply. You can opt out at anytime by texting “STOP” to 888777.

Go to Nixle.com
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your mobile phone from Nixle to verify your registration. Reply “YES.”  You should 
now be registered.  To receive only Gardena Police Department Messages: Log in 
with your user name and password. Go to the “settings” tab on your home page.

Follow the “Gardena Police Department” line and make your selections for e-mail 
and/or SMS text messages.

Instructions to Sign Up for Nixle 

Receive Gardena News Alerts 

www.local.nixle.com/gardena-police-department

Stay Connected

Like us on Facebook
Gardena Police Department  

Follow us on Twitter 

GPDChief

EMERGENCY: 
911

Non-Emergency Police Service: 
310-323-7911

Police Records: 
310-217-9600
Detectives: 

310-217-9607
�'�H�V�N���2�I�¿�F�H�U��
 310-217-9670

Community Policing : 
310-217-9686

�*�U�D�I�¿�W�L���3�R�W�K�R�O�H�V���+�R�W�O�L�Q�H����

310-217-9650

Save the Date 

Program History

The Gardena Police Department Vol-
unteer Program began in 1991, when 
three senior citizens asked if there 
was anything they could do to help. 
Organized classes began in 1997 and 
have continued each year. To date, 
we have over 30 volunteers actively 
working in our department. Three 
of our volunteers are Pastors from 
local churches. The volunteers are 
asked to work 16 hours a month and 
many do more than required. Our 
volunteers bring with them their ex-
perience, knowledge and friendship.

Duties                                                                                                                                               

The Community Volunteers do obser-
vation rides throughout the City, re-
�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J�� �J�U�D�I�À�W�L���� �D�E�D�Q�G�R�Q�H�G�� �V�K�R�S�S�L�Q�J��
carts, nuisance abatement, residen-
tial checks, business checks, park and 

�V�F�K�R�R�O�� �F�K�H�F�N�V���� �W�U�D�I�À�F��
control assistance, sign removal, as-
sisting in crime resistance programs, 
community policing, and much more. 
                                                                                                                                                      
�7�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O���9�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���S�H�U�I�R�U�P���À�O�L�Q�J����
�G�D�W�D�� �H�Q�W�U�\���� �0�L�F�U�R�À�O�P�L�Q�J���� �W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\��
childcare, front counter assistance, 
�V�K�U�H�G�G�L�Q�J���� �P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J�� �2�I�À�F�H�U�� �W�H�V�W-
ing, and other miscellaneous  duties.

Recruitment                                                                                         

The Gardena Police Department is 
actively recruiting volunteers for our 
next class. If you’re interested you 
can download the application from 
our website, come to the police sta-
tion at 1718 W. 162nd Street or call 
(310) 217-6141 and leave your name, 
address and phone number, and 
an application will be mailed to you.

Get Involved: Join the Gardena Police 
Volunteer Program

2011 Command Staff 
Back Row: Lt. Niko, Lt. Prendergast, Lt. Saffell, Lt. Osorio 
Front Row: Captain Burnett, Chief Medrano, Captain 
Kang and Lt. Rickerl

Adopt-A-Block Program 


